Remarks by the Consul General
Ikuhiko Ono
At the National Day Reception on
December 1%, 2011

Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to express my appreciation to
you for joining me at this reception today to
cerebrate the birthday of His Majesty, the
Emperor of Japan. The Emperor will be 78
years old on December 23" It is my great
pleasure to be able to celebrate his Majesty’s
birthday with all of you, Japanese and
Americans, from Colorado, New Mexico, Utah
and Wyoming.

On March 11, Japan suffered unprecedented
damage by a great earthquake and subsequent
tsunami that struck the northeastern part of
Japan. Almost sixteen thousand people lost
their lives. Among them, two Americans who
came to Japan on the JET program to teach
English to Japanese boys and girls demised at
the school where they taught. Also, almost four
thousand people are still missing.

Japan is overcoming this sad and severe
reality, having spared no time towards recovery
and reconstruction to revive its strength as soon
as possible. The infrastructure and economy are
steadfastly being restored. For example, to date,
the supply chain in the affected region has
almost completely been rehabilitated. With
regard to the accident at the nuclear power
plant and food safety, we are also determined
that we share the correct and the latest
information with the international community.

During this time of hardship, we have
received support from the US Government,
military, civil organizations and the American

Consulate-General of Japan at Denver
1E7 22N — K[ i F A

people at large. The Japanese people will never
forget the warm and unwavering support by the
people of the United States. | would like to
reiterate my gratitude from the bottom of my
heart. Thank you very much.

In the course of our recovery from the
damage caused by the disaster, Japan continues to
make great effort that the reconstruction be open
to the world by placing the most importance on
the bond-*“Kizuna” in Japanese-with the US and
other members of the international community.
We are confident that through this process, we
can build a bright future in partnership with our
true friend-the United States. In this sense, it is
our great obligation and pleasure to strengthen
the Kizuna between Japan and the US, including
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming.

Shortly after the disaster, there was one
cherry tree that fully bloomed beautifully in a
heap of rubble in the affected area. Prime
Minister Noda compared this cherry tree to Japan
and the Japanese people, and announced to the
international community that we will surely
bloom beautifully, again. I would like to conclude
my remarks by sharing this analogy with a touch
of my appreciation to my friends in the US.

| appreciate your kind attention.
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